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has been said I think. I am surprised that we have had all
the pro speeches and pleas • I want to make correction on
what Senator Schmit said. He said something about grain
alcohol. I think we have changed that title now to power
alcohol and maybe that will make some difference to you.
As a farmer, I, of course, would like to see gz'ain used but
I am going to tell you and stand up here ard tell you that
the increase in the price of grain that we are going to get
from this is not going to solve our problems in that respect.
So those of you that feel the farmers are going to get a
boon from this, I think you should think again because
remember we are one of the largest users of fuel also. So
unless we can get something back from this alcohol, that is
where our advantage will be. There i.s a lot of interest
in gasohol over the United States and Senator Naresh
mentioned some of the things that we heard in Chicago a
couple of weeks ago. Even some of the large distillez'ies
are talking about going to the production of power alcohol
now instead of drinking alcohol so perhaps maybe we will
get some help from them eventually and I would have hoped
that it happened a long time ago. I really am quite dis
appointed in our system here in Nebz'aska, especially our
coop system where we have the people that buy the grain and
also sell fuel and I certainly feel that they should have
been the ones that would have taken the lead in this but
the amount of money that it takes, the millions of dollars,
scares most of us off I think so I think we need some
incentive from the State of Nebraska. The gas tax, we
argued about that in one of the hearings and I know that
there will be some arguments about how we compare with
the states next to us in gas tax but, my goodness, the
difference we have between stations right now is Just
unbelievable. I see by the paper where there is as much
as fifteen cents difference in the amount you pay for a
gallon of gas and right now we' re in a terrible bargaining
position with the people who furnish us fuel, our oil from
overseas, and I don't think it is going to get any better.
I think they know they have us over a barrel and they are
going to keep twisting. Nany of you have suggested, and
we have suggested as farmers, that we get together and make
food as important as petroleum is to the world. I wish that
were possible and I wish we were able to do it because then
we could walk away after we have a conference with smiles
on our faces when the TV cameras are on us, a smirk, if
you want to call it, that we have got you Just where we
want you, at our mercy. So I think that we have no choice.
Just think what would happen if we had a ten pez'cent alcohol
blend right now. It would Just about take care of the
shortage that we have and we wouldn't have a shortage. We


